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AN ERROR ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ SENTENCE STRUCTURE IN
WRITING PARAGRAPHS AT ENGLISH DEPARTMENT CLASS OF UIN
PROF.KH.SAIFUDDIN ZUHRI PURWOKERTO

Dhea Zabana Qothrun Nada
S.N 1717404012

English Education Department Prof.K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri

State Islamic University

ABSTRACT

Writing paragraphs is a complex activity. Due to its complexity, students tend to
make errors in writing sentences more specifically in the sentence structure of a
paragraph. The purpose of the study is to analyze the type of sentence structure
errors in a written paragraph made by the second semester of English Departement
student of UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto and to find out the most
common sentence structure errors they made. This study employed content-based
research with descriptive qualitative approach to do the error analysis of sentence
structure in writing paragraphs. The subject of this research is the students of
English Department of UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto, more
specifically the second semester. The data analysis techniques were collecting
samples, identifying errors, describing the errors, explaining the errors, and
evaluating the errors. The results of this study shows that there were still many
sentence structure errors made by the second semester students of English
Department UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto. The errors were divided
into four kinds of errors, they are omission (29,8%), addition (10,7%),
misinformation (51,1%), and misordering (8,4%). To conclude, the most common
error found in this research is misinformation error.

Keywords: error analysis, sentence structure, writing paragraphs.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER PAGE ...ttt a e e e e e a e e e s i
STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ...t I
APPROVAL SHEET ...ttt e e e i
OFFICIAL NOTE OF SUPERVISOR .....oooiiiiiiiiiiciiiee e v
REKOMENDASI MUNAQOSYAH. ...ttt Y
1 [ N N 1 TR PREPRR Vi
DEDICATION. ..t e e e e e a e e e e e e s st aaaaaeeaanans Vil
ACKNOLEDGEMENT ...t e e a e e e e e Viii
AB ST R A CT L.ttt e e e e e e s et e aaa s S aa s s e ar et e ee e e e e et raaaeeea e e anrraes X
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt e e e e e e e Xi
LIST OF TABLES. ..o ettt st s e e e st en e e e e e e Xiii
LIST OF APPENDICES ......ccuiitiiiieiiiiaiee ettt cri e i te st et sieeeniee e Xiv
CHAPTER | INTRODRUCTION ... iceiiiiieioiieieiies s ieieint e siee s 1
A. Background of the STUAY ........coeoiiiiiiiii i i e 1

B. Conceptual DefINItioN ........cioiiie ittt s s e e 3

C. ReSEarch QUESTIONS .......iviieeeiirieeeiiaseeeeeiariersiessirsieeessnsssseessseseeesaisseseessnnes 6

D. Objectives of the RESEAICH .........ccvie ittt 6

E. Significances of the ReSearch ...........cccociiiiiiiii i 6

F. Organization of the ReSearch........cc.cccovve i 7
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW ..c.iiiiiiiiiiiis i 8
AL Eror ANAIYSIS ....veee et 8

1. The Definition of Error Analysis............ccceeviveiiiie e 8

2. The Difference between Errors and Mistakes............cccovveiiiiiiennnnn, 9

3. TYPES OF EITOIS..ciiieiciiie ettt 10

4. The Procedures of Writing Error Analysis ..........c.cccceveiviveiiieeciinnnnn, 13

B. SENENCE STIUCTUIE..... et 14

1. The Definition of Sentence StruCtUre ..........ccocvevieiiieiieese e 14

2. The Factors Contributing to Sentence Structure Error....................... 15

C. ReIeVANt STUAIES ... eeieeeiiiieitie e 16
CHAPTER Il RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....ccooiiiiiiieiiieiieeniee e 18
A, RESEAICN DESION ...t 18

B. The Settings of the ReSEarch ..........cccooviiiiciiiic e, 19

C. Subject and Object of the Research...........cccccceoviivieiiiii i 19

Xi



D. The Techniques of Data ColleCtion.............cccovveiiieiiiiiiiiie e 19

E. Techniques of Data ANAIYSIS ........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiieiicee e 20
CHAPTER IV RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION........ccccoocvviveennee 23
CHAPTER V CONCLLUSION AND SUGGESTION ......ccocceiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee 42
REFERENGCES ...ttt ettt et 45
APPENDICES ... ittt e et a e et a e 46

Xii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 3.1 DIStribUtioN EITOrS.......coviiiiiiiieii s 22
Table 4.1 Distribution of Error Subject 12 TBI A...oovveiiiiiiiieeee 25
Table 4.2 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBI A....ooveiiiiiiiiieec 26
Table 4.3 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBI A...ocovveiiiiiiie 27
Table 4.4 Distribution of Error Subject 4 2 TBI A...covveiiiiiiie 28
Table 4.5 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBI A...oovviiiiiiiiiee 29
Table 4.6 Distribution of Error Subject 12 TBI B ......ooovviiiiiiiieiec, 30
Table 4.7 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBIB.......coooviiiiiiiiii 31
Table 4.8 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBIB.......cccvviiiiiiiiiiiiece 32
Table 4.9 Distribution of Error Subject 42 TBIB........ccoooiiiiiiiiiece, 33
Table 4.10 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBIB ..o, 33
Table 4.11 Distribution of Error Subject L2 TBIB .........ccooviiiiieeiieecie e, 34
Table 4.12 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBI C.......ooiviviiiiiieeiiie e, 36
Table 4.13 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBI C........ooiviiiiiineeiiee e, 37
Table 4.14 Distribution of Error Subject 42 TBIC......coviiviiiiiieeiee e, 38
Table 4.15 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBI C....coeeeevvvveeiiieecee e, 39
Table 4.16 Data Accumulation of Error DiStribution .............ccccevovvviiniiininenn 39

xiii



LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendice 1 Data FINdiNgS. ..........ouiutiiiiiieiiiiieie s 47
Appendice 2 Research INStrUMENTS. ... ..o 55
Appendice 3 Students’ Paragraph Writing...........cccevvvenieiiieniienie e 56

Xiv



CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the background of the study, conceptual definition,

research question, significances of the research, organization of the research.

A. Background of The Study

Language connects people to one another in social life. It is used for
general communication among nations in the world. Every region in this
world has its own language system which makes it difficult for people from
different regions to exchange information. Therefore, people develop the
lingua francas or trade languages to make it easier for people of different
native languages to communicate. It solves all kinds of communication
obstacles.

One of the lingua francas is English language. It is massively used
as a tool of communication in not only daily life, but also many social fields
such as education, -business, politic, and many more in this world. In
Indonesia, English has become a basic school subject taught in almost every
educational levels, starts from elementary school, junior high school, senior
high school, and up to university levels. Furthermore, informal English
courses are widely spread in Indonesia and they have high demands. Not
only that, nowadays, many companies require their employees to have a
certain mastery certificate in English such as TOEFL or TOEIC. It only
shows how important English language is for us to master.

There are four language skills to learn for complete communication;
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. When learning a language, we
usually learn to listen first, then to speak, then to read, and eventualy to
write. The four of the language skills are fairly important since one skill
supports one another. However, this research will focus more into writing
skill. More specifically students’ writing skill in English paragraphs.

Kane (2003) stated that compared to the other three, writing is

considered as the hardest skill to learn. Students should able to express their



emotions or thoughts correctly in a well-structured form. Kane has two
assumptions about writing: First, that writing is a rational activity which
means nothing more than it is an exercise of mind requiring the techniques
everyone can learn. People are not obliged to be a genius to write a clear,
effective English. It only takes an understanding of what writing involves
and to know how to handle words, sentences, and paragraphs. Second, that
writing is a valuable activity which means writing is worth learning. It is of
immediate practical advantage in any job or career.

Writing a paragraph is a complex activity. Every paragraph in a
sentence should be 1) unified, which means all of the sentences in a
paragraph should be related to one main idea, 2) clearly related to the thesis,
which means every sentence should refer to the main idea, or thesis of the
paper, 3) coherent, which means the sentences are arranged in a logical
manner and should follow a certain plan for development, 4) well-
developed, which means every idea in the paragraph should be clearly
elaborated and supported with evidence and details that work together to
explain the paragraph’s main idea. Rosen et al (2003).

Biber (2022) noted that the way of people expressing their thoughts,
feelings, inventions, and beliefs into written will influence the choice of
what to express and how to express them. It means that different kinds of
texts have their own writing structure. For instance, we use simple present
tense to talk about our daily life and simple past tense for past events.
Different rules also apply to other type of writing.

Due to its complexity, students tend to make errors in writing
sentences more specifically in the sentence structure of a paragraph. It is
understandable because there are things required to make a good paragraph
such as vocabulary mastery, grammar, tenses, and so on. Moreover, writing
is a long process. It takes time to arrange sentences and make such a good
paragraph. Not to mention, it requires inspiration and motivation. Maharani

(2011) argues that some student lack of motivation to write when they do



not have any thought to be explored in the written form. This happens to
students of any educational levels, and university students are not exception.

According to the description above, the researcher was interested in
doing an error analysis of students’ sentence structure in writing paragraphs
at English department class of UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto.
This study was conducted for numerous reasons. Firstly, to analyze the
errors that the students make in writing a sentence. Secondly, to find out the
most common errors of sentence structure that the students make.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher has the motivation
to do the study entitled “An Error Analysis of Students’ Sentence
Structure in writing paragraphs at English Department Class of UIN
Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto”. The researcher expects that this
study will be of assistance for the students in learning English sentence
structure and also for teachers in understanding the students’ errors or as a
reference of further studies and for anyone who works in educational fields

who are interested in English error analyzing.

. Conceptual Definition
The following points are offered to aid people in understanding and
interpreting concepts included in this study. Furthermore, they are intended
to prevent confusion and misunderstanding. There are three important
points in this study:
1. Error Analysis
Slswoyo (2016) stated that error analysis is the way to find
out students’ mistakes in using the language. By discovering the
mistakes students make, teachers can analyse and identify what are
the students lacking in understanding the language. It will later be
beneficial for creating a better teaching and learning method. To sum
things up, teachers can identify errors made by students and find a

way to fix it by doing an error analysis.



Corder (1981) noted that a learner’s errors are distinct that
they offered the researcher evidence of how language is learned or
mastered, and which strategies or procedures the learner uses in the
discovery of the language. On the other words, it is beneficial to
analyse what the students are lacking and how to fix it.

Bussman (1996) stated that in second language acquisition,
error analysis studies the types and causes of linguistic errors. The
evaluation and correction of errors are sometimes included in here.
Furthermore, he emphasizes that error analysis also studies errors
made by native speakers without speech flaws and investigates
errors in normal speech.

According the description above, we can conclude that error
analysis is a way to discover mistakes made by the students and it
provides some benefits for the students, teachers, and the researcher.
Sentence Structure

Datchuk & Rogers noted that sentence structure is the
organizationin a sentence consisting words, phrases, or clauses. In a
sentence, those components can be identified as subject, verb, object,
adverb, and others. In other words, sentence structure is a part of
writing components since it is related to how a sentence is build.

Sentence structure has four types:

a. Simple sentence. It is a sentence that only has one set of subject
and verb, or it is also called an independent clause (Depraetere,
2020). For example, “I want ice cream” depicts a simple
sentence.

b. Compound sentence. It is a sentence which consist of two or
more independent clauses, and they are connected by coordinate
conjunctions such as and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so, etc (Jacobs,
2020). For example, “I want ice cream but I have cold. ““ depicts

aco mpound sentence.



c. Complex sentence. It is a sentence which consist of one
independent clause and one or more dependent clauses
(Gourzerh, 2019). Such combination is mediated by subordinate
conjunction such as when, while, because, although, if, that,
whether. For example: “whether or not I have cold, 1 will still
have some ice cream” depicts a complex sentence.

d. Compound-complex sentence. It is a sentence that consist of two
or more independent clauses and dependent clauses (Osborne,
2019). For example, “Even though I finally grabbed the ice
cream tube out of the fridge and scooped it with a spoon, |
decided not to have a taste because I didn’t want to make my cold
worse” depicts a compound-complex sentence.

3. Writing Paragraphs

Weigle (2022) stated that writing is one of the most important
skills the students need to develop. The ability to write is very
important in academic fields, business and personal relation in the
global community. By writing, someone can express their emotions,
thoughts, and inventions which provide information to the readers.
In order to make the readers get the message, the writer has to write
it in a well-structured form.

The paragraph is important in discourse studies. Without it,
an essay will be a solitary entity without partitions. Hence, the reader
is likely to lose track of the ideas being discussed, if no paragraphs
are introduced. Paragraph has been defined by Stern (1976): “as a
sequence of structurally related sentences.” To Warriner (1988, p.
43): “it is a group of closely related sentences.” Both Warriner
(1988) and Stern’s (1976) argue that a paragraph is a group of
analogous sentences.

Therefore writing paragraph is the ability to put emotions,
thoughts, or inventions into written form in a sequence of

structurally related sentences.



C. Research Questions

The subsequent of the research questions are arranged according to

the research background:

1.

What kind of errors are there in the sentence structure of a paragraph
written by the students?
What is the most common error in the sentence structure of a paragraph
written by the students?

D. Objectives of the Reseacrh

The objectives of this research are:
To analyze the type of sentence structure errors made by students in a
written paragraph.
To find out the most common sentence structure error made by student

in a written paragraph.

E. Significances of the Research

There are two kinds of significances in this research:
Theoritical significance
In theoretical aspect, the result of this study is designed to provide
data on error analysist of a sentence structure in writing paragraph.
Hopefully it will be of assistance for teachers, students, or fellow
researchers who face similar problems.
Practical significances
a. For the teachers
This study hopefully could be of assistance for teachers to
understand their students’ errors in sentence structure of written
paragraphs and how to solve this problem. In addition, the
researcher believes that this study will provide data required for
teacher references.

b. For the researchers



The result of the study is expected to provide information for
fellow researchers who want to conduct a research of similar

problem.

F. Organization of the Research

In order to create a systematic research, classifying the structure of
this study is important. This research is divided into five chapters that will
be explain as follows:

Chapter I, presents an introduction of the reseach. It contains the
background study, conceptual definition, research questions, objectives, and
significances of the research.

Chapter Il presents theoretical basis about error analysis, sentence
structure and some sub-sections and review of relevant studies.

Chapter I presents the research methods that deals with the type of
research, setting of the research, subject of the research, object of the
research, techniques of data collection, and technique of data analysis.

Chapter 1V presents the research result, consisting of two sub-
chapters. First, general description of the fourth semester of English
Department Student of UIN Prof.KH. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto and the
finding of the study itself.

Chapter V presents the conclution from all the results discussed in
the previous chapter. Furthermore, this chapter provides suggestions for

developing the following study.



CHAPTER I
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter provides all the theories used to arrange this research. The theories
that will be presented here are about error analysis, sentence structure, and
paragraph writing skill. This chapter will also provide reviews of relevant
studies.

A. Error Analysis
1. The Definition of Error Analysis

Ellis & Barkhuizen (2005) stated that error analysis refers to
study of errors. In line with the previous statement, Richards defines
error analysis is a study and analysis of the errors made by second
language learner. Furthermore, error analysis may be carried out in order
to find out how well someone master a language, find out how one learns
a language, and obtain information on common difficulties in language
learning as an-aid in teaching or in the preparation of teaching materials.

An error analysis is really crucial to identify the type of errors
made by the students and what causing them to make those errors.
Siswoyo stated that error analysis is the way to discover the lack of
students in using the language (Siswoyo, 2016). To sum up, by using
error analysis, teachers will be able to identify the errors made by
students and how to fix it. Finding errors made by TESL college students
in in using simple present and simple past tenses in writing essays. The
results indicate that most students make errors in grammar namely
agreement, tense, word class, and appropriate words. These types of
errors include omission, addition, misinformation, and misordering.

Corder (1967) notes that a learner’s errors are significant in
that they present evidence to the researchers of ow language is mastered,
what strategies or procedures the learner in employing in the discovery
of the language. On the other words, this term of error analysis that has

been described before merely focuses on its merit.



Bussman (1996) on the other hands, reveals that in second
language acquisition, error analysis studies the types and causes of
linguistic errors. This sometimes includes the evaluation and correction
of errors. In addition, the emphasizes that error analysis also studies
errors made by native speakers without speech disorder and investigates

errors in normal speech (Bussman, 1996).

According to the description above, we can conclude that error
analysis belongs to the study of errors in linguistics that provides some
benefits to the language learner and researcher. To conduct a study of
error analysis, the researcher has to follow the steps or procedures to

reach the objectives that they want.

The difference between errors and mistakes

Some people tends to think that errors and mistakes are the
same thing when they are actually not. It is true that errors and mistakes
are similar but they do not have the same meanings.

Corder (1967) stated that errors show gaps of students’
knowledge. It is possible to happen because the students have no idea
what they are applying.

According to James in Brown, errors are not able to be fixed
by the speakers themselves but they can be corrected if the speaker is
made aware of the errors. Meanwhile, the term “mistake” often refers to
a performance defect that is either a “slip” ora a random guess. In this
context, it refers to inappropriate use of a distinguished system. Despite
being a clear variation from the mature grammar of a native speaker, the
mistake nonetheless presents to demonstrate the learner’s proficiency
(Brown, 2007).

Tarigan stated that Error and Mistake can be distinguished
from deviations in language use. Mistakes are commonly used by
students’ lacks or limitations in remembering something that causes

mistakes in pronouncing language sounds, words, word orders, and so



on. Inthis context, the students know language system but only forget it
temporary (Tarigan, 1995). On the other hand, errors are caused by
competency factors. That is students do not understand the linguistic
system of the language they are learning. These errors are usually
consistent.

According to the description above, we can draw a
conclusion that error and mistake have distinct explanation. In error, the
learners do not have the idea about the pattern so they are unable to
correct it. Meanwhile in mistake, the learners are aware of the pattern so
they are able to correct it themselves.

3. Types of errors
Dulay et al. (1982) stated there are four types of
errors as follow:
a. Omission

The omission is an error by the lack of an item that must exist
in-a well-formed utterance. The omission error contains sub-
categories namely omission of ‘a content morpheme (the
omission of noun, verb, adjective, and adverb) and omission
of a grammatical morpheme (the omission of inflections,
article, preposition, verb auxiliaries, and conjunction). It
happens when the learners fail to make a sentence which is
grammatically correct. For example, the omission of
auxiliary verb (be).

E.g. incorrect : They going to school.

E.g. correct : They are going to school.

b. Addition

An error of addition is the opposite of omission. The addition

is an error that refers to the presence of an element or an item

that must not appear in a well-formed utterance. An addition
error contains sub-categories such as regularization, double

marking, and simple addition.
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There are three types of error of addition:

1)

2)

3)

Double marking

Double marking is the error where the learners fail to
eliminate certain required components and add more than
one marking in constructing sentence.

E.g. incorrect : He is goes to school every day.

E.g. correct : He goes to school every day.
Regularization

Regularization is error in which a marker that is typically
added to a linguistic item is erroneously added to
exceptional items of the given class that do not take a
marker. The example where there is an addition of suffix
—ed for irregular verbs.

E.g. incorrect: He goed to school yesterday.

E.g. correct: He went to school yesterday.

Simple addition

There is no particular features characterize simple
addition. On the other hand, this error is the use of an item
which should not exist in a well-formed sentence.

E.g. incorrect: You looks so good in that dress.

E.qg. correct: You look so good in that dress.

Misinformation

Misformation is an error that refers to the use of the wrong

morpheme or structure in writing. This error consists of three

sub-categories. They are regularization, alternating form, and

archi-form. There are three kinds of misinformation errors:

1) Regularization error which is mostly caused by poor

understanding in tenses.
E.g. incorrect: | have a nightmare last night.

E.g. correct: | had a nightmare last night.

2) Archie-forms.
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Choosing one item to represent other, using
the item for all the sentences. The causes are from the
inappropriate selection of noun or pronoun, preposition,
and grammar.
E.g. incorrect: My sister told me that her was going to
pick me up at school with her friend.
E.g. correct: My sister told me that she was going to pick
me up at school with her friend.

3) Alternative-forms.
An error where the wused form is not truly
into the form of target language. The causes are from the
inappropriate selection of conjunction, subordinating
conjunction, grammar, vocabulary, and derivation. One
example of the inappropriate selections of conjunction.
E.g. incorrect: My sister is allergic to seafood and she
loves eating seafood.
E.g. correct: My sister is allergic to seafood and but she

loves eating seafood.

d. Misordering
Misordering is an error caused by the wrong placement of a
morpheme or a group of morphemes
E.g. incorrect: She is car broken.
E.g. correct: Her car is broken.
4. The Procedures of Writing Error Analysis
According to Corder as in Ellis and Barkhuizen’s book, we
can distinguish the following steps in conducting an error analysis:
a. Collection of a sample of learner language
Deciding what samples of language learner to be
used for the analysis.

b. ldentification of errors
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Identifying errors by underlying the errors made by
the students.
c. Description of errors
It involves a comparison of the students”
idiosyncratic utterances
d. Explanation of errors
Explaining errors includes deciding their sources So
as to represent why they were made. From the perspective of
SLA research, this is the most significat stage in an error
analysis.
e. Evaluation of errors
Error evaluation is not so much a phase in the
investigation of student errors as a reinforcement method for
applying after effects error analysis. This includes
determining the severity of various errors with ultimate goal

of selecting which should receive guidance.

B. Sentence Structure
1. Definition of Sentence Structure

Sentence structure is the organization in a sentence consisting
words, phrases, or clauses (Cahyani, 2022). How a sentence is
constructed in writing is called sentence structure which is part of the
syntax. Therefore, if a writing work has no good use of syntactic
components, such work will exhibit sentence patterns difficult to be
identified, and consequently, the readers will not understand the ideas
or meanings conveyed by the writing product.

The series of units in a sentence is analyzed in terms of
grammatical functions such as subject, predicate, object and various
adjuncts such as adjuncts of place, time and manner. According to this

functional model, analysis is not only done by recognizing grammatical
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forms but also recognizing these forms as a functioning part in a
sentence (Cahyani, 2022).

Morley (2000) in his book Syntax in Functional Grammar states
that the structure explains the composition of a unit according to its
functional elements and explains the characteristics of relationships
formed from existing elements. Morley (90) adds that most systemic
description of clause structures traditionally consist of four elements
namely Subject (S), predicate (P), complement (C) and adjunct (A). The
subject is defined as "participant in the process/entity” or inherently the
subject is associated with the specifications of a unity (or object) both
abstract and concrete, human or non-human. In English the subject is in
control of the form of verbs that must correspond to the actor and the
number of the actor so that there is a concept of subject agreement with
verb.

The second element, predicator supposed by Morley (95) is
associated with verbal phrases and embodies a process/process of action
such as wash, climb, cook, hit, etc.; mental processes such as like, hear,
see, think, etc. and relational processes characterized by verbs become,
seem, appear, look (ill), etc.

The third element of the sentence is complement. Morley,
(2000:99) simplifies the understanding of complements as
complementary functions located after verbs that have a very wide
scope and are divided into extensive elements and intensive elements.
The extensive element relates to an element that in the case of referent
is considered to be something that exists with its own traits of the
subject example: Mary rang the doctor. In other words, this complement
is the same as the 'object' in traditional grammar. Intensive
complements relate to elements that refer back and refer together to the
subject or intensive object that precedes it, for example: Mary is a

doctor.
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The last element in a sentence is ‘adjunct’ which is often
associated with adverbs and preposition phrases. If extensive
complements have the potential to be subject then adjunct cannot be
(Halliday 1994a in Morley: 104), example: Ken is working peacefully
in the study. Circumstial adjunct shows circumstantialprocesses that
specify how, why, when, and where. Adjunct contributes to clause
inputs divided into time, frequency, place, reason, manner, means and
circumstance.

In addition to determining sentence structure elements as
described above, in functional linguistics, the elements in the form of
syntactic functions such as subject, predicate, object, complement and
adjunct or description have functional roles (Cahyani, 2022).

2. The Factors Contributing to Sentence Structure Errors
According to Miles et al. (2014) interactive model which
suggested us to code some themes representing the data, the data were
then coded. The coded themes concerning such factors extended to
mother tongue interference, overgeneralization, and teaching materials
or method, the following elaborations present the interview data
alongside some properly related explanations.
a. Mother tongue interference
Culture is one of the points that affected errors in sentence
structure in writing the paragraph. The students usually applied
their mother tongue, for example, students wrote the Indonesian
language including the words, phrases, and clauses first, and then
translated them into English. Hence, the result of translation would
be different from ideal English. The second aspect was language
structure. The language structure became one of the error factors
on sentence structure in writing (Miles, 2014).

b. Overgeneralization
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Overgeneralization refers to a process of creating a new
language by students in their mind and producing rules themselves
along with learning based on evidence. In overgeneralization,
students had a new strategy in writing that made errors in sentence
structure (Miles, 2014).

c. Teaching Materials or Methods

The errors were also caused by teaching materials or
methods. This factor contained two aspects. They were
inappropriate explanations of the lecturer and the faulty materials
(Miles, 2014).

C. Relevant Studies

The first study was conducted by Arinta Perlin, Dewi Sartika, and
Ratna Nery from Islamic University of Ogan Komering Ilir Kayuagung. The
title of the research is “An Error Analysis on the Use of Simple Present
Tense in Paragraph Writing of the Second Semester at English
Language Education at Islamic University of Ogan Komering llir
Kayuagung” The aim of the study is to identify the most dominant student
errors in using the simple present tense. The result of the study stated
that it was found that 56.89% error of misformation, 15.51% error of
addition, 13.79% error of omission, and 13.79% error of misordering
made by the students. The relevance research and this share some
similarities such as the error analysis, and the use of descriptive qualitative
method. The difference is that the latter research focuses on the errors of
sentence structure in simple present tense while this research focuses on the
errors of sentence structure of a written paragraph in general.

The second study is conducted by Dike Sundari et al from IAIN
Curup. The title of the study is “Error Analysis of English Sentence
Structure in Students’ Written Paragraphs”. Sundari’s research aimed
to find out the types of sentence structure errors in English paragraphs

written by tertiary English students and the factors causing the errors.
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Sundari’s research employed an explanatory mixed-method design. The
result of Sundari’s research is that the factors of sentence structure errors
extended to students’ mother tongue interference, overgeneralization in the
use of English rules and norms, and the lecturer's teaching material delivery
and method. The similarity between the relevant study and this study is that
both discuss the error analysis in a written paragraph. The difference is that
the latter research also analyzed the factors of sentence structure errors
while this research did not.

The third study is written by Yutthasak Cheunchaichon from
Naresuan University, Thailand. The title of the research is ”An Error
Analysis of Written English Paragraphs at Lexical, Syntactic, and
Paragraph Levels Made by Thai EFL Non-English Major Student”.
The purpose of the study was to examine the most frequent errors made by
Thai EFL non-English major students at lexical, syntactic, and paragraph
levels in their EFL writing class. The result of the study, It was found that
the most frequently committed errors at the word, sentence, and paragraph
levels were spelling, capitalisation, and errors in semantics and good
coherence, respectively. The similarity between the relevant study and this
study is that both discuss the error analysis in a written paragraph. The
difference is that the latter research also analyzed the lexical and syntactic
errors while this research did not. Moreover, the subject of the latter
research was non-English major students while the subject of this research

is of English major.
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CHAPTER Il
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter describes the methodology employed in address the three
research questions posed in the introduction. It includes the types of
research, the location of the research, the subject and purpose of the
research, as well as data collection and analysis methods.

A. Research Design

This research was conducted to students of English
Department of UIN Prof. KH. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto and the
second semester was taken as the sample. This research used Content
Based Analysis with Descriptive Qualitative approach to do the error
analysis of sentence structure in writing paragraphs. Hurst (2023) stated
that content analysis is a term that is used to mean both a method of
data collection and a method of data analysis. Archival and historical
works can be the source of content analysis. This is a qualitative
research method because the focus is on the meanings and
interpretations of that content rather than strictly numerical counts or
variable-based causal modeling.

Sugiyono (2021) stated that Steven Dukeshire and Jenifer
Thurlow noted that qualitative research involves not statistical data and
frequently requires the collection and analysis of data that is narrative.
Qualitative research methods are advantageous for acquiring rich, in-
depth information about a matter or problem and for developing
alternatives. Focus on groups, in-depth interviews, and participant
observation are examples of qualitative research methodologies.

This method was chosen by the researcher because it is the
most effective method to use to do an error analysis study.

This study aims to discover what errors appear most in the students’
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sentence structure in a written paragraph. It was conducted online by

filling in electronic forms.

B. The Settings of the Research
This study was conducted in April 2024 in the Faculty of
Tarbiya and Teacher Training building to the students of English
Department of UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto.
The researcher used documentation such as students paper-
works and textbooks. Due to the descriptive nature of the data analysis,

the data results from documentation were described in detail.

C. Subject and Object of the Research
1. Subject
The subject of this research is the students of English
Department of UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto, more
specifically the second semester. There are three classes of the
second semester, and the researcher conducted this error analysis
study to five students from each class as samples.
2. Object
The object of the study is the sentence structure errors that
are found in students’ written paragraphs. The paragraphs were

retrieved from students’ paper-works.

D. The Techniques of Data Collection
The researcher provided a google form which contain an
instruction for the students to make a simple paragraph. The submitted
data would later be analyzed by the researcher.
The error analysis in this study concerns on sentence
structure in the students’ paragraph writings. To guide analyzing
obtained documents (read: students’ writing), the researcher made

guidance as follows:
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a. Read the students’ writings carefully to find sentence structure
errors in them.

b. Take notes of the sentence structure errors founds in their
writings.

c. Mark the same sentence structure errors that are found more than

once to find out the most common errors the students made.

E. Technique of Analysis Data
Data analysis is the process of arranging the data in a systematical
way. It is the process of systematically searching and arranging the
interview transcripts, field notes, and other materials that we
accumulate to increase our own understanding of them and to enable us
to present what we have discovered to others (Sugiyono, 2014).

The researcher used error content analysis in analyzing the
data. Content analysis is a study technique that identifies the existence
of certain words, themes, or ideas in qualitative data (for example,
written paragraph). The error analysis was used since it is the most
appropriate technique and the nature of this study. It was supported by
Gass and Selinker theory that error analysis is a type of linguistic
analysis that focuses on the errors the leaarners make. Then,
there are a number of steps taken in conducting an error analysis.
According to Corder as in Ellis and Barkhuizen’s book, we can
distinguish the following steps in conducting an error analysis (Ellis,
2005).

a. Collection of a sample of learner language
Deciding what samples of language learner to be used for the
analysis.
b. ldentification of errors
Identifying errors by underlying the errors made by the

students.
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Description of errors

It involves a comparison of the students’ idiosyncratic
utterances
Explanation of errors

Explaining errors includes deciding their sources So as to
represent why they were made. From the perspective of SLA
research, this is the most significant stage in an error analysis.

Evaluation of errors

Error evaluation is not so much a phase in the investigation
of student errors as a reinforcement method for applying after
effects error analysis. This includes determining the severity of
various errors with ultimate goal of selecting which should receive

guidance.

Referring to the steps above, here is how the researcher will

do the error analysis:

1.

Identification of sentence structure errors. In this stage, the
researcher read the data carefully to find the errors that could be
omission, addition, misinformation, or misordering.

Classification of errors. The researcher classify the errors based on
their categories.

Tabulating the errors. The researcher calculated the frequency of
each type of sentence structure errors.

Analyzing the errors. This stage has to do with deeper analysis of
the errors found in the students’ writing.

.The researcher creates a table based on the error classification to
calculate the total error, and then the researcher converts the total

error result to a percentage.
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The formula that would be used to calculate the percentage

of errors:

P=F/N X 100%

Notes:

P = Percentage

F = Frequency of errors occurred

N = Number of case (total frequent/total individu)

6. Using Brown's theory, the researcher analyzed and categorized the
kinds of errors made by students, focused on the data of the errors
type based on the surface taxonomy theory (omission, addition,
misformation, misordering). The number of errors for each type is
recorded in a table and serves in percentages.

Table 3.1

Distribution of Errors

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages

Omission
Addition

Misinformation

Misordering

7. Conclusion drawing. The researcher made a conclusion based on

the error analysis.
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CHAPTER IV
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISUCUSSION

The data of this research were collected on April 2024 in UIN Prof. K.H.
Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto. According to the data analysis technique in chapter
I11, the procedure used by the researcher after collecting the data is identifying the
errors, classifying the errors, tabulating the errors, analyzing the errors, and

calculating the percentage of each type of error.

After collecting the data, the researcher identified all of the errors in the
students’ result. The data was taken from students’ Paragraph Based Writing mid-
term test. The researcher took ten results from each class of the second semester of
English Department students as samples. Five samples of each class will be
analyzed in detail in this chapter, and the brief data findings will be provided in

tables that will be provided in the appendices.

The topics of the paragraph writing that the researcher analyzed were about
plastic waste, the difference between pre-pandemic and post-pandemic era, and the
hybrid study. Based on the data collection, there are many sentence structure errors

made by the students in their paragraph writing.

In this study, the researcher used the theory conducted by Dulay et al. (1982)
about four kinds of errors namely omission, addition, misinformation, and
misordering. The result of this study shows that there are 39 omission errors
(29,8%), 14 addition errors (10,7%), 67 misinformation error (51,1%), and 11
misordering error (8,4%). misinformation has the biggest percentage (43,7%),
followed with omission (33,9%), and in the third place there is addition (16,7%),
and lastly misordering (6,75%). To conclude, the most common error made by the

student is misinformation error which dominate up to 51,1% of the errors.

The error analysis will be written into three parts: 1) Class of 2 TBI A
(Subject 1-5), 2) Class of 2 TBI B (Subject 1-5), 3) Class of 2 TBI C (Subject 1-5),
the errors will be marked with underline, and this will be described in detail as

follows:
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1. Classof2 TBI A
a. Subject 1
The paragraph written by Subject 1 consists of 7 sentences, and
there were sentence structure errors found in three of them. Firstly, in

the second sentence: “The plastic that already we used will become

waste that very difficult zo decompose”. The first error in this sentence

is misordering in “...that already we used...”. The correct order is
“...we already used...” because the subject comes first. The second
error is error omission of article in “...become waste...”. it should have
been “...become a waste...” because the noun needs article “a”. The
third error is error omission of to be in “...that very difficult...”, the
adverb needs a to be, so the correct one is “...that is very difficult...”.

There are also errors in the 5 sentence: “The impact from this
problem of plastic is flooding, damage to marine ecosystem, soil
become infertile and so on”. The first error of this sentence is error
omission of elimination of suffix for multiple nouns in “the impact...”,
it should have been “the impacts...” because it is followed with
multiple nouns/noun phrases. Next, there is error misinformation of to
be form, simple addition error and error misinformation in the use of
verb in “... is flooding, damage to marine ecosystem, soil become
infertile and so on”. S0 the correct sentence should have been “The
impacts from this problem of plastic are flood, damage to marine
ecosystem, soil becomes infertile and so on”.

Lastly, in the 7" sentence: “So, now we should to reduce plastic
waste because plastic waste become very dangerous if we don 't reduce

it from now”. There is error misinformation of preposition in “..to

b 13

reduce..” and simple addition error in “...of plastic waste...”. The
correct sentence should have been “So, now we should reduce plastic
waste because plastic waste becomes very dangerous if we don’t reduce

it from now”’.
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Table 4.1 Distribution of Error Subject 12 TBI A

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 3 33,3%
Addition 2 22,2%
Misinformation 3 33,3%
Misordering 1 11.1%
b. Subject 2

This paragraph consists of 7 sentences. Due to the big numbers of
errors found in this paragraph, the researcher took three sentences with
the most errors as sample. Firstly, in the first sentence: “As can you see,
many plastic waste in the world id going crazy include /ndonesia”.
There is misordering in “as can you see..” it should have been “as you
can see...”, error misinformation of to be “is” that should have been
“are” and there’s also error misinformation in “...include Indonesia..”
the correct full sentence would be ““ “As you can see, many plastic waste

in the world are going crazy including Indonesia”.

Next, on the third sentence: “Indonesia is the one of country that

have a most of plastic waste, its can be found everywhere on the spot of

Indonesia”. The errors found here are misordering in “...the one of
country...”, error misinformation in the use of verb in “..have...”, error
misinformation in the use of article in “..a most...” , error
misinformation in the use of pronoun (archie-form) “...its... ” and error
misinformation of preposition in “...on every spot of...”. The correct
full sentence would be “Indonesia is one of the country that has the most
plastic waste, it can be found everywhere in every spot in Indonesia”.
On the fourth sentence: “We should minimalize the plastic waste,
for example, we can used_our own bag if we re going to shopping, SO we
can minimalize the plastic waste”. The errors found are error

misinformation in the use of verb “minimalize” that should have been
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“minimize”, the word “used” that should have been “use”, and the
word “shopping” that should have been “shop” because there is
conjunction “fo”. So the correct sentence would be “We should
minimize the plastic waste, for example we can use our own bag if we’re
going to shop, so we can minimize the plastic waste”.

Table 4.2 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBI A

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission - -
Addition - -
Misinformation 10 83,3%
Misordering 2 16,7%
Subject 3

The paragraph written by the third subject consists of 7 sentences.
Firstly, in the second sentence: “In pre-pandemic era, society do not
obliged to wearing mask”. The errors in this sentence are error
misinformation in the use of verb “...society do not...” it should have
been “...is not...” because it is followed with an adjective. The other
error is also misinformation in the use of verb “...wearing...” that
should have been “wear” because there is conjunction “fo”. So the
correct sentence is “In pre-pandemic era, society is not obliged to wear
mask”.

Next, on the third sentence: “Society can also make an offline meet”.
There is error misinformation in the use of verb in “meet” that should
have been “meeting”. The correct sentence should be “Society can also
make an offline meeting”.

Then on the fifth sentence: “However, in the post-pandemic era,
people should wearing a mask”. There is misinformation in the use of
verb “wearing” that should have been “wear” because “should” is
followed with verb base. The correct sentence is “However, in the post-

pandemic era, people should wear a mask”.
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Table 4.3 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBI A

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 1 20%
Addition - -
Misinformation 4 80%
Misordering - -
d. Subject 4

The subject wrote 7 sentences in this paragraph. There are several
errors found in this paragraph. Firstly, on the second sentence: “The

government must warn to society about plastic waste which is become

problems for Indonesia”. The errors found are simple addition error in
“warn to society”, and error misinformation in the use of to be form
“which is become”. The correct one is “‘The government must warn the
society about plastic waste which has become problems for Indonesia ™.

Next, on the fourth sentence: “We can also recycle plastic waste

become another things such as handcrafts, building material and

brick”. The errors found in this sentence are omission “to” in

2

“...become...”, error misinformation in the use of singular plural in

2

“...another things...” that should be *“...other things...”, and error
omission of elimination of suffix in “...building material and brick”.
The correct sentence is “We can also recycle plastic waste to become
other things such as handcrafts, building materials, and bricks .

Lastly on the sixth sentence: “The government must to certain

’

about that problem”. The error found in here is addition “fo” in

’

“..must to certain...”. The correct sentence should be “The

government must certain about that problem”.
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Table 4.4 Distribution of Error Subject 4 2 TBI A

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 2 33,3%
Addition 2 33,3%
Misinformation 2 33,3%
Misordering - -
e. Subject 5

This paragraph consists of six sentences. Due to the big numbers
of errors found in this paragraph, the researcher took three sentences
with the most errors as samples. Firstly, on the first sentence: “Many
river in Indoenesia its dirty cause plastic problem”. The errors found in
this sentence are error omission of elimination of suffix in plural noun
in “Many river...” and “...plastic problem’’, error misinformation in the
use of to be form in “..in Indonesia its dirty...” and error
misinformation inthe use of conjunctionin “...cause plastic problem”.
The correct sentence should be “Many rivers in Indonesia are dirty
because of plastic problems”.

On the second sentence: “The habit from Indonesian people to
using plastic everyday and out of control making trash problem”. The
errors found are error misinformation in the use of preposition in “The
habit from Indonesian people...”, error misinformation in the use of
preposition “...fo using...”, error misinformation in the use of adverb
“everyday”, and error misinformation in the use of verb “making”. The
correct sentence is “The habit of Indonesian people in using plastic
every day and out of control causing trash problem”.

And finally, on the third sentence: “The trash problem did happen

from many years ago in Indonesia and the government already take this

problem but until now this problem still haven't finished ”. There is one
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misinformation error of preposition “...from many years...” and there
are two misinformation errors in the use of tenses in this sentence, they
are “...already take this problem...” and “...still havent finished”. The
correct one should be “The trash problem has been going on since many
years ago in Indonesia and the government had already took care of this
problem but until now this problem is not finished yet”.

Table 4.5 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBI A

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 1 11,1%
Addition - -

Misinformation 8 88,9%
Misordering - -

2. Classof2TBIB
a. Subject 1
In this paragraph, there are six sentences and we will take three
samples of sentences for the error analysis. On the first sentence:

“Plastic waste at random is big problem in any region”. The “at

random” is unnecessary so it’s considered as addition error, and there is
omission error in “big problem” it is missing an article. The correct one
should be “Plastic waste is a big problem in any region”.

Next, on the second sentence: “This thing effect land pollution
especially beach region”. There is error misinformation in the use of
verb “effect” that should have been “affects” and there is an error
omission of preposition “in” in “beach region”. The correct sentence
should be “This thing affects land pollution especially in beach region”.

Lastly, on the third sentence: “Not amazed, if any happened
disaster”. There is error misinformation in the use of adjective “Not

amazed” it could be replaced with “it is not surprising...” and there is
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misordering error in “if any happened disaster” so the correct one

should be “It is not surprising if any disaster happened”.
Table 4.6 Distribution of Error Subject 1 2 TBI B

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 2 33,3%
Addition 1 16,6%
Misinformation 2 33,3%
Misordering 1 16,6%
b. Subject 2

There are six sentences in this paragraph. On the first sentence:

“Plastic waste is the big problem in Indonesia who people don’t aware

about that”. The first error is article misinformation in “...the big

“«

problem...”” which should have been “...a big problem...”. There is a
major error misinformation in the use of verb in “who people don'’t
aware about that”. The correct sentence should be “Plastic waste is a
big problem in Indonesia that people are not aware of”".

On the second sentence: “Waste is material removed from the
source of human activity and nature that has not yet economic value”.
There is an error misinformation in the use of verb in “...has not yet
economic value”. The correct one is “Waste is material removed from
the source of human activity and nature that does not have economic
value”.

On the third sentence, there is misinformation in the use of
preposition “to” in “Waste is distinguished to organic/wet, and
anorganic/dry” and an error misinformation in “anorganic”. The
correct one should be “Waste is distinguished into organic/wet and non-
organic/dry”.

Next, sentence 4: “But, anorganic waste is the big problem”. The

errors in this sentence are misinformation in the word “anorganic’ and
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omission “-est” in “...the big problem”. The correct sentence is “But,

non-organic waste is the biggest problem”.

Table 4.7 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBI B

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 1 16,5%
Addition - -
Misinformation 5 83,3%
Misordering - -
c. Subject 3

There are six sentences in the paragraph written by subject 3. On
the first sentence: “All the people almost can’t live without a plastic”,
the errors found in here are error misinformation in the use of subject
and an article omission. The correct sentence should be “Most people
can'’t live without plastic”.

On the second sentence: “They very require plastic for place to
eat, place to bring expance”. There is -misinformation error in the
beginning of the sentence which is the inappropriate use of the adverb
“very” and the verb “require’” and “bring” and there is an omission of
“and” and “s” in the middle and the end of the sentence. The correct
one is “They really need plastic for place to eat and place to carry
expances”’.

Lastly, third sentence: “But inside that plastic has aspect
negative”. The errors found in this sentence are misordering, an
omission of the phrase “there are” and an omission of “-s” in the word
“aspect”. The correct sentence is “But there are negative aspects inside that

plastic”.
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Table 4.8 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBI B

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 5 50%
Addition - -
Misinformation 4 40%
Misordering 1 10%
d. Subject 4

The paragraph written by Subject 4 consists of 8 sentence. There
are some errors found in this paragraph. Firstly, on the first sentence:

“Plastic waste is one of waste that difficult to disappeared ”, there is an

omission error of article “a” and to be “is” in “...is one of waste that
difficult”, an addition error in “...one of waste...” and an addition error
in “disappeared”. The correct one should be “Plastic waste is a waste
that is difficult to disappear”.

On the second sentence: “They can proff for hundred year to

disappear from earth”. There is an inappropriate use of the word
“proff”’ that should be replaced with “take” which considered as
misinformation error, and an omission of preposition “of” and an error
omission of suffix “-s” in “hundred”.The correct sentence is “They
can take hundreds of year to disappear form earth”.

Lastly on the third sentence: “Iz is problem for earth, we must

solve this”. There is an article omission in “it is problem...”, and

’

“..earth..”, and there is also conjunction omission of “that” to
connect the two clauses, also an error addition “this”. The correct

sentence should be “It is a problem for the earth that we must solve”.
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Table 4.9 Distribution of Error Subject 4 2 TBI B

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 7 63,6%
Addition 3 27,3%
Misinformation 1 9,0%
Misordering - -
e. Subject 5

This paragraph consists of 8 sentences. There are some errors

found in this paragraph. Firstly, on the first sentence: “Indonesia a large

country”. The error found in this sentence is error omission of to be
“is”. The correct one should be “Indonesia is a large country”.

Next, on the second sentence: “So Indonesia also much to have a
trash”. There ‘is a major grammatical error. in this sentence which
considered as misinformation error. It can be found in “also much to
have” that will be more appropriate if replaced with “has a lot of trash
and there is an inappropriate use of conjunction. So, the correct sentence
is “Therefore, Indonesia has a lot of trash’.

Lastly on the fourth sentence: “Indonesia has much a problem

about plastic waste because plastic waste Indonesia often or usually

have a flood ”. Yet another major misinformation error of inappropriate
use of adverb “much, often or usually”, and inappropriate use of verb
“have”. The correct sentence should be “Indonesia has a lot of plastic
waste problems that causes flood”.

Table 4.10 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBI B

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 2 33,3%
Addition 2 33,3%

Misinformation 2 33,3%
Misordering - -
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3. Classof2TBIC
a. Subject 1
This paragraph consists of 8 sentences. There are some errors that
are found in this paragraph. Firstly, on the first sentence: “One of step
for thrifty your money at the school is borrow your drink water from

home”. There are a lot of inappropriate use of verbs in this sentence
which considered as error misinformation, for example the word
“thirfty” that better be replaced with “save”, and “borrow” that better
be replaced with “bring”, also “drink water” that is more appropriate
if we use “water bottle” instead. Moreover, there is misinformation in
inappropriate use of preposition “for” in “for thrifty and addition error
in “...the school...”. There is also omission of article “the” and suffix
“-s” in “onme of step”. Therefore, the correct sentence should be “One
of the steps to save your money at school is bring your own water
bottle”.

Next, on the second sentence: “Borrow yourself tumbler can be

take care your health ”. Yet another misinformation in inappropriate use

of verb “borrow’ that can be replaced with “bring” or in this sentence,
“bringing”. And the phrase “can be take care your health” better be
replaced with “is healthy”. Both are the examples of misinformation
errors. So the correct sentence is “Bringing yourself tumbler is healthy .

Lastly on the third sentence: “Although tumbler plastic and

tumbler glass look same, but the function of both is different . There are

several errors in this sentence such as misordering in the two noun
phrases “tumbler plastic and tumbler glass” it should have been
“plastic tumbler and glass tumbler”. There is also omission of article
“the” in “...look same...”, an omission of suffix “-s” in “function”, a
simple addition error in “but” and misinformation in the use of to be
form “is”. Therefore the correct sentence is “Although plastic tumbler

and glass tumbler look the same, the functions of both are different”.
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Table 4.11 Distribution of Error Subject 12 TBI C

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 4 26,6%
Addition 2 13,3%
Misinformation 7 46,6%
Misordering 2 13,3%
b. Subject 2

This paragraph consists of 7 sentences. There are some errors that
are found in this paragraph. On the first sentence: “In this modern era,
plastic is things that most used in human life”, there is error
misinformation in the use of verb “zhings” that should be replaced with
“something” and misordering error in “that most used in human life” .
Not only that, there is also omission of article “the” in “most”. So the
correct sentence is “In this modern era, plastic is something that is used
the most in human life”.

Next on the third sentence: “Human used a plastic in everything,
for food, things, etc.”. There is misinformation error in “used” that
should be “uses” and there is also a simple addition error of article “a”
in “...a plastic”. Moreover, there is an inappropriate use of preposition
“in” that should be replaced with “for”, this one is considered
misinformation error. Therefore, the correct sentence should be

“Human uses plastic for everything; for food, things, etc.”,

Lastly, on the third sentence: “Many plastic are waste and cause
many problem ”. The errors found in this sentence are omission of suffix
“-s”In “Many plastic...” , misinformation in the use of verb in “...are
waste...” and another omission of suffix “-s” in “...many problems”.
Therefore, the correct sentence is “Many plastics are wasted and cause

many problems”.
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Table 4.12 Distribution of Error Subject 22 TBI C

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 3 33,3%
Addition 1 11,1%
Misinformation 4 44.4%
Misordering 1 11,1%
c. Subject 3

The paragraph consists of six sentences. There are some errors
that are found in this paragraph. On the first sentence: “Plastic waste is

type of rubbish that not easy to hangloosely . The errors found in this

« 9

sentence are omission of article “a” in “..is type of rubbish...”,
omission of to be “is” in “that not easy’’ and misinformation in the
inappropriate use of the word “hangloosely’” that can be replaced with
“decompose . Therefore, the correct sentence is “Plastic waste is a type
of rubbish that is not easy fo decompose’.

Then on the second sentence: “Plastic need a long time until it
can hangloosely perfectly”, there is an -omission of suffix “-s” in
“Plastic need...” and yet another misinformation in the inappropriate
use of the word “hangloosely” that can be replaced with “decompose”.
So the correct sentence is “Plastic needs a long time until it can
decompose perfectly”.

Lastly, on the third sentence: “If we constantly use item with

plastic material that can be causal factor of pollution area”. There is an
omission error of suffix “-s” in “If we constantly use item...” and in

’

“...plastic material...”. Moreover, there is a major error in the
inappropriate use of verbs (misinformation), and misordering in
“...causal factor of pollution area”. The correct sentence should be “If
we constantly use items with plastic materials, that can cause

pollution”.
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Table 4.13 Distribution of Error Subject 32 TBI C

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 5 55,5%
Addition - -
Misinformation 3 33,3%
Misordering 1 11,1%
Subject 4

This paragraph consists of 8 sentences. There are some errors that
are found in this paragraph. Firstly, on the first sentence: “Hybrid
learning are the essential part of invented in education that become so
important for everyone”. There is a misinformation in the use of to be
form “are’ in “...are the essential part...”, misinformation in the use of
article “the” in *...the essential...”, misinformation in the use of verb
“invented” that should be noun “invention” and misinformation in the
use of verb “become” that should be “becomes”.” Therefore, the correct
sentence is “Hybrid learning is an essential part of invention in
education that becomes so important for everyone”.

Then, on the fourth sentence: “Hybrid learning are has the
meaning as method, and practical to emphasize maximum potential of

education by looking for technologies with combination together of

regular class”. The errors that we found are double marking addition in
“...are has the meaning as...” and a misordering and misinformation in
“...looking for technologies with combination together of regular
class”. The correct sentence is “Hybrid learning has the meaning as
method, and practical to emphasize maximum potential of education by
looking for combination between technologies and regular classes”.
Lastly on the fifth sentence: “You can felt familiar if do that
method regularly”, there is misinformation in the inappropriate use of

auxiliary verb “can” that should be replaced with “will”, error
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misinformation in the use of verb “felt” that should be replaced with

“feel” and an omission of subject in “...if do that...”. So the correct

sentence is “You will feel familiar if you do that method regularly”.
Table 4.14 Distribution of Error Subject 4 2 TBI C

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 1 10%
Addition 1 10%
Misinformation 7 70%
Misordering 1 10%
e. Subject 5

This paragraph consists of 8 sentences. There are some errors that
are found in this paragraph. On the first sentence: “Even though there
are not different in the total time study and the total subject, but

education system between pre-pandemic and post-pandemic era are so
different”. The errors that we found in this sentence are error
misinformation of “rot” and “difference” in “not different” which
should be “no differences”, omission error in the inappropriate use of
conjunction “but”. The correct sentence is “even though there are no
differences in the total time study and the total subject, education system
between pre-pandemic and post-pandemic era are so different”.

Next, on the second sentence: “When pre-pandemic era all of

school in Indonesia do offline class and do all of their activities with

offline”, there is error misinformation in the inappropriate use of
“when” that should be replaced with “in”, omission error of article
“the” and suffix “-s”in “...all of school...”, and another omission error
of suffix “-s” in “...do offline class...”. There is also addition error in
the inappropriate use of the word “with ”. So the correct sentence is “In
pre-pandemic era, all of the schools in Indonesia do offline classes and

do all of their activities offline”.
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Lastly, on paragraph 4: “some of people prefer the system at post-

pandemic era because is more simple and effortless”. There is

misinformation error in the inappropriate use of the preposition “of” in

“some of people...”, also preposition “at”

in “...at post-pandemic

era...” and there is also omission of subject and misinformation in

inappropriate use of comparative adjective in

“...because is more

simple...”. The correct sentence is “Some people prefer the system in

post-pandemic era because it is simpler and effortless”.

Table 4.15 Distribution of Error Subject 52 TBI C

Types of Errors Number of Errors Percentages
Omission 2 28,6%
Addition - -

Misinformation 5 71,4%

Misordering

Those are the detailed error analysis of each student’s sentence structure in

writing paragraph. Next, here’s the overall data accumulation from the findings

above:
Table 4.16 Data Accumulation of Error Distribution
NO Type of Errors F P(%)
1 Omission 39 29,8%
2 Addition 14 10,7%
3 Misinformation 67 51,1%
4 Misordering 11 8,4%
Total 131
Note:

F: The frequency of the error

P: The percentage of the error

N: The total number of the error category
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After doing an error analysis of the data, the researcher discovered the four
kinds of errors found in students’ paragraph writing, using the Dulay et al. (1982),

theory namely omission, addition, misinformation, and misordering.

1. Omission

Firstly, Omission. The omission is an error by the lack of an item
that must exist in a well-formed utterance. The omission error contains sub-
categories namely omission of a content morpheme and omission of a
grammatical morpheme It happens when the learners fail to make a sentence
which is grammatically correct. Based on the omission errors found, the
students tend to forget to use “to be”, and there are many the incorrect use
of articles “a, an, and the”. So they fail to make a correct sentence.

Based on the data provided, there is 39 (29,8%) omission error in
students’ paragraph writing. The types of omission error found were vary,
there is omission of a content morpheme (the omission of noun, verb,
adjective, and adverb) and the researcher also found omission of a
grammatical morpheme (the omission of inflections, article, preposition,
verb auxiliaries, and conjunctions.

2. Addition

Secondly, addition. The addition is an error that refers to the
presence of an element or an item that must not appear in a well-formed
utterance. Based on the addition errors that the researcher found, students
tend to put unnecessary item in a sentence which make it incorrect. For
example the using of “to be” form and verb “-ing”. It appears that some of
the students has a poor understanding about gerund. We also found a lot of
addition errors of suffix for plural nouns.

According to the data above, there were 14 (10,7%). additions
found in the students’ paragraph writing.

3. Misinformation

Thirdly, misinformation. Misinformation is an error that refers to

the use of the wrong morpheme or structure in writing. It has to do with

students’ grammar and tenses mastery. Considering its difficulties, it is
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understandable enough if this category has the highest percentage. The
major error in this category is the using of tenses in the correct way, also the
use of preposition and conjunction.

According to the data provided, there is 67 (51,1%) misinformation
errors found, which make it the most common errors made by the students.
It is quite understandable because misinformation has to do with complex
writing structure such as grammar, part of speech, vocabularies, and tenses.
Misordering

And lastly, misordering. Misordering is an error caused by the
wrong placement of a morpheme or a group of morphemes. This category
has the lowest percentage. It appears that the students have already come to
understand how to order a sentence. Even though some of the students still
make this error, it is not a fatal one. Most of the error found are the incorrect
way of making a noun phrase.

According to the data provided, there is 11 (8,4%) misordering
errors found in this study which is the lowest frequency of all. It appears

that the students have quite good understanding in word arrangements.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

The results of this study shows that there were still many sentence
structure errors made by the second semester students of English Department
UIN Prof. K.H. Saifuddin Zuhri Purwokerto. After doing the error analysis, the
researcher found 131 sentence structure errors in students’ written paragraphs.

Based on Dulay et.al theory, the kinds of errors that we found in this
study are namely 1) Omission, which is the lack of items needed in a sentence.
There are 39 omission errors that are found in this study, which makes 29,8%
of the data. 2) Addition, which is the unnecessary or inappropriate addition of
items in a sentence. There are 14 addition errors that are found in this study,
which makes 10,7% of the data. 3) Misinformation, which has to do with
grammatical, tenses, and vocabulary errors. There are 67 misinformation errors
that are found in this study, which makes more than half amount of the data,
51,1%. 4) Misordering, which has to do with words arrangement.

There are 18 addition errors which make 16,07% of the data. The errors
are dominated with the incorrect use of gerund. There are 49 misinformation
errors which make 43,75% of the data, The major error in this category is the
using of tenses in the correct way, also the use of preposition and conjunction.
And lastly 7 misordering errors which makes 6,75% of the data. Most of the
error found are the incorrect way of making a noun phrase. There are 11
misordering errors that are found in this study, which makes 8,4% of the data.

To conclude, the students made errors in all of the four kinds of sentence
structure errors; omission, addition, misinformation, and misordering. Among
those four kinds of errors, the most common error made by the student is

misinformation error.
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B. Suggestion
After finishing this study, the researcher would like to give some
suggestions according to the result of this study.
1. To the teacher or lecturer or educator in general
Based on the result, the students tend to make the simplest errors. It
seems, the students have poor understanding in making a good and correct
sentence. Therefore, 1 would like to suggest English educators to give
students more sentence writing exercises before hopping onto paragraph
writing.
2. To the students
Making errors in writing a sentence are common, there is no shame
in it as long as we learn something from it. | would like to suggest the
students to study and practice writing a good and correct sentence more.

Then little by little, the students can learn writing a good paragraph.
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APPENDIC 1
Data Findings

Data Findings of 2 TBI A

Subject ERROR INDICATORS
Omission Addition Misinformation | Misordering
S1 - Omission - SR | - Misordering
“...become flooding, in ““...that
waste...”. (2™ damage to already we
sentence, will marine used...”. (2"
become a ecosystem, soil | sentence,
waste). become that we
- Omission in infertile and so | already
“...that very on”. (5" used)
difficult...”, sentence, are
(2" sentence, flood, damage
that is very to marine
difficult). ecosystem, soil
- “the impact becomes
from this infertile
problem...” (5™ - “S0, now we
sentence, the should to
impacts) reduce” (7"
sentence, SO
now we should
reduce)
S2 - Misinformation |- Misordering
in “every day in “as can
we found...” you see...”

(2" sentence,

(1% sentence,
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every day we
find).

- Misinformation
in “many
plastic waste in
the world is
LA
sentence, many
plastic waste in
the world is)

- Misinofrmation
in “...that have
a most plastic
waste” (3
sentence, that
has the most

plastic waste).

as you can
see).

- Misordering
in “the one
of country”
(3"
sentence,
one of the

country)

S3

- Omission in
“...without
afraid...” (3"
sentence,
without being
afraid).

- Misinformation
in “...society do
not...”. (2"
sentence,
society is not).

- Misinformation
in “to wearing
mask). (2"
sentence to wear
mask).

- Misinformation
in “an offline

meet” (2"
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sentence, an

offline meeting).

S4 - Omission “-s” |- Addition “to” |- Misinformation
in “building in “warn to in “which is
material, and society”, (2" become” (2™
brick” (3" sentence) sentence,
sentence, - government which has
building must to become).
materials and | certain” (5" |- Misinformation
bricks). sentence, the in “another

government things” (3"
must certain). sentence, other
things).

S5 - Omission in - Misinformation

“many river...” in “cause
(1% sentence, plastic

many rivers).

problems” (1%
sentence,
because of
plastic
problems)

- Misinformation
in “The habit
from
Indonesian
people...” (2™
sentence, the
habit of...)
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Data Findings of 2 TBI B

Subject ERROR INDICATORS
Omission Addition Misinformation | Misordering
S1 - Omission error |- “at random” | - Misinformation | Misordering
in “big is in “This thing error in “if’
problem™” (1 unnecessary effect.. ” (2™ any happened
sentence, abig | soit’s sentence, this disaster” (3"
problem) considered as | thing affects) sentence, if
- Omission of addition error. any disaster
preposition (1% sentence happened).
“in” in “beach
region”. (2"
sentence, in
beach region)
S2 Omission - - Misinformation
est” In “...the “plastic bag is
big problem”. the big problem
(4™ sentence, in Indonesia”
the biggest (1% sentence,
problem) plastic bag is a
big problem in
Indonesia).
- Misinformation
in “...has not
yet economic
value” (2"
sentence, does
not have)
S3 - omission of Misinformation Misordering
“-s”in the in “They very in “has
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(3™ sentence,

word “aspect”.

require plastic”

(2" sentence,

aspect

negative” (3"

negative they really need | sentence, has
aspects) plastic) negative
aspects)

S4 - Omission addition error | - Misinformation

error of in “...one of in “difficult to

article “a” waste...” (1% disappeared”.

and to be “is” | sentence, is a (1% sentence,

in “...is one | waste) difficult to

of waste that disappear).

difficult” (1% - Misinformation

sentence, is a in ““...make

waste that is plastic waste to

difficult). a artwork” (5"

- omission in sentence, make

“it is plastic waste

problem...” into-an

(3" sentence, artwork).

itisa

problem)
S5 - Omission in - Addition “the” | - Misinformation

“Indonesia a
large country”
(1% sentence,
Indonesia is a

large country).

in “don’t use
the plastic...”
(paragraph 2,
sentence 1,
don’t use

plastic).

in “the plastic
waste also
danger for
body” (3™
sentence,
plastic waste is
also dangerous
for body).
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Data Findings of 2 TBI C

Subject ERROR INDICATORS
Omission Addition Misinformation Misordering
S1 - Omission - Addition - Misinformation Misordering in
“one of step” | “the” in “at in “...is borrow “tumbler
(1 sentence, | the school” | vyour drink water | plastic and
one of the (1 from home” (1% | tumbler glass”
steps) sentence, at | sentence, is (3" sentence,
school) bringing your plastic tumbler
own water bottle | and glass
from home) tumbler).
-Misinformation
in “borrow
yourself
Tumblr...” (2™
sentence, bring
yourself tumbler).

S2 Omission in |- Addition Misinformation in | Misordering
“that most “a” in “plastic is things” | error in “that
used in human | “human (1* sentence, most used in
life” (1% used a plastics are human life”.
sentence, that plastic in things). (1% sentence,
are used the everything” that is used the
most in (2 most in human
human life). sentence, life)

human uses
plastic for
everything).
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S3 - Omission of Misinformation in | Misordering in
article “a” the inappropriate “...causal
in “...is type use of the word factor of
of “hangloosely” that | pollution
rubbish...” can be replaced area”. (3"

(1 with the word sentence, that
sentence, a “decompose”. can cause
type of pollution)
rubbish)
- Omission of
to be “is” in
“that not
easy” (1%
sentence,
that is not
easy)

S4 Omission in~ |- Addition in. |- Misinformation | Misordering in
“...that “hybrid in “hybrid “...looking for
become so learning are learning are...” | technologies
important for | has the (1% sentence, with
everyone” meaning...” hybrid learning combination
(1% sentence, | (2" is...” together of
that becomes | sentence, - Misinformation | regular
so important | hybrid in “.part of class”. (4"
for learning has invented in sentence,
everyone). the education” (1% looking for
Omission in | meaning...”. | sentence, part of | combination
“...if do that invention in between
method education”. technologies
regularly”

53




(3" sentence,
if you do that

- Misinformation

in “you can felt

and regular

classes)

method familiar...” (3"

regularly). sentence, you
will feel
familiar).

S5 - Omission in - Misinformation
“..all of in “... has a lot
school” (4" of affect...” (1%
sentence, all sentence, has a
of the lot of effects).
schools). - Misinformation

- Omission in “...there are
error in the not different...”

inappropriate
use of
conjunction
“but”. (1*

sentence)

(2" sentence,
there are no
differences).

- Misinformation
in “when pre-
pandemic era...’
(3 sentence, in
pre-pandemic

era).

’
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A. Error Analysis Table

APPENDIC 2

Research Instrument

SUBJECT

ERROR INDICATORS

OMISSION

ADDITION

MISINFORMATION

MISORDERING

B. Table for Tabulating Percentages of Each Type of Errors

NO

Type of Errors

F

P(%)

Omission

Addition

Misinformation

Bl W N

Misordering

Total
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APPENDIC 3

STUDENTS’ PARAGRAPH WRITING
1. 2TBIA

Subject 1,2 TBI A
L. Tepic o Rlaskc Waske P
lype of paragraph : problem and  Selubions.

71. Tor\‘c SQV\(’Q}\C( % Ql'r\sk:. wrste 5 e ene OF CaMSES of ewvironental ?d\uk\'or\-

u

As we know plaske s an object that we use every Hme for daily needs .

The plashic Hhat ] f«\ruclj we used Wil Vecome B uaste Tk Vesy dweteull to
decompose . Plaskic wrste is  Hae one of

CAUSes of enviroamenta\ pollution .
Plastic waste can be gollute \and, waker, sen, and even aie- The Impack

 From this _provlem § of plastic veste s like plavding  doamnse % 4o maxine
_ecosystem, soil bewme ingertile and S0 en. Theregora, e must prevent
eavironmental pslluon pesm & now. The sdlubions For legs using o glste
waste Is prisHy bring youe own shopring bag, secondly is den't use plishe st
bk you G use shrinless st | brivg your own borlunch and tumbler it yon
WAt buy seme pood Tn steek good | and -\'-k(_ ™most impertantly we have to
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